THE BATTLE OF GRUNWALD                    [I4IO]

THE DEFEAT OF THE
TEUTONIC KNIGHTS

With the passing of the years and the conversion
of all the Baltic tribes the Knights of the Cross had
lost their religious character and objective and become
a powerful secular state living by and for conquest.
They were joined by warriors and adventurers from
all lands ; one of these, in 1390, was Henry of Boling-
broke, later to become King Henry IV of England.
It was clear to both Poles and Lithuanians that to
maintain their existence as free nations they must
break the power of this Order, and preparations to
that end were made. In 1410 they gathered a large
army representing both parts of the Kingdom of
Poland and advanced against the Knights. The battle
fought on the fields near Tennenberg in East Prussia*
is known in history as the Battle of Grunwald; it was
in this same area that Hindenburg overwhelmed a
Russian army in 1914.

The Knights were utterly defeated in this battle of
1410 and their power broken for all time, though it
was not until 1466 that the Poles finally reaped the
fruits of the victory, when the Treaty of Torun restor-
ed to them the lands west of the Vistula, giving access
to the sea, and East Prussia became a fief of the Polish
crown. In 1525 the latter was formally declared a
secular duchy, subject to Poland. In 1657 it became
independent; in 1701 it became part of the Kingdom
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